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The first EFRA GP this year, at the date of May 13th-14th 2006, was held at the track of 
Kichberg, close to the Styrian capital Graz in the southeast of Austria.  Following the historic 
weapon shield of Styria, a white lion on a  green ground, green needs water, this was the 
beginning of my report from last year and this year we had the hope to get much better 
conditions. Friday and the most part of the Saturday was bright sunshine and we all expected 
best conditions, but it don't want to be. At Saturday after the third round of qualification it 
began with a local thunderstorm and don't stop until Sunday evening. Again white fingers in 
the cold and wet. Of sure at the following Monday the sun comeback. 
 

 
 
Approx. all in all 100 drivers in the categories 1/5 Saloon, Formula and Truck show up, to 
give them the space a separate tent was built up in the foreground of the picture above to 
protect them against the possible weather surprises. The running direction is anti clockwise 
and again one driver had to be penalised because he use the shortcut possibility right hand 
underneath the pit lane.  
 
The track is well known, there are a lot of races in different scales, every weekend there is a 
race. In the beginning, as the track was built the thoughts are to be for the 1:8 scale only, but 
now all scales of models are running here. Like you can see at the picture above, in the front 
is the toilette and square the free area of the restaurant, which is with the kitchen at the right 
outside the picture. The long white roof up, is the pit area, than the rostrum / driver stand and 
close nearby behind the referee stand. the small hut alone at the end is the monstrous 
timekeeping house, heated of course. And note the catching nets in the foreground, it is the 
red fence, very useful to stop Large Scale cars after coming down the long straight. 
 



At this race I was not able to make more pics, I was engaged to handle the situation with the 
tire additives, a high number of drivers use them against the rules very open in the pit area. 
After the first team manager meeting and a very close discussion with some of them, I was 
close to disqualify some of them,  the situation went back to normal. 
 
In the qualifying at Saturday after the third round of heats, the Czech driver Martin Bayer with 
his FG Evo4 was the fastest. It was agreed to go 4 rounds, but the rain come in after the 
luckily finished third round. So everything was stopped and only the time was running for the 
rest of the day to complete the time schedule and give the chance for the drivers to change 
to a rain setup, but nobody wanted to do. 

 
The Sunday morning come with a little bit better conditions for some hours and till midday all 
the lower finals are done, after the midday break the rain started again. The traffic news said 
that at the highway A2 close to Graz are 15 cm hail on the road, luckily 20 kilometres away. 
The half final B of the Formula cars had after 20 minutes of driving not only one car  present 
anymore, a error of the timekeeping needs to restart the second half final A of the Formula 
cars, this gave a lot of discussion for the moment and brought some chaotic minutes. 
Meanwhile a higher number of the half final starters of the Saloon cars decided not to race in 
the rain, they wanted to drive home and pleased for a tractor to carry them out from the 
meanwhile a little bit muddy parking place.  
These rain situation caused a team manager meeting and after a longer discussion it was 
decided to short down the formula final and also to count how many participants are real left 
for the Saloon cars. So in the half final B are 6 left and in the half final A 2 only. So it was 
decided to go into the 1/5 final direct with these 8 drivers. And in the Truck category, nobody 
wanted to drive anymore, so it was cancelled totally.  
In this case the event was finished lastly with luck in the daylight, I am quite sure that to 
catch a flu there was the easiest thing of all.   





 


